
Tips%for%running%a%great%consultation%%

Thank&you&for&helping&us&to&run&our&consultations.&Here&is&a&bit&of&

information&about&what&consultations&are&and&some&tips&for&running&a&

successful&consultation.&

%

What%is%a%consultation?%
A&consultation&is&one&way&in&which&children&and&young&people&can&

participate&in&making&decisions&that&affect&their&lives.&

It&can&involve&surveys,&group&discussions,&forums&or&one>one>one&

interviews&and&can&be&done&in&a&variety&of&ways&such&as&in&person,&

over&the&phone,&through&written&or&artistic&responses&or&using&

digital&technologies.&

%

What%is%peer%to%peer%consultation?%
Peer&to&peer&consultation&is&when&children&and&young&people&

collect&information&from&other&children&and&young&people.&

Peer&consultations&are&used&for&many&reasons,&including&to:&

•& help&participants&feel&more&comfortable&(sometimes&

children&and&young&people&are&uncomfortable&giving&

information&to&adults)&

•& help&children&and&young&people&to&explore&issues&that&

affect&their&lives&and&the&lives&of&other&children&and&young&

people&

•& develop&the&knowledge,&skills&and&abilities&of&children&and&

young&people.&&

!

Tips%for%running%a%successful%consultation%

1.& Give&all&participants&equal&opportunity&to&have&a&say&
2.& Help&participants&feel&comfortable&
3.& Treat&participants&with&respect&
4.& Treat&information&that&participants&give&considerately&and&

thoughtfully&(e.g.&don’t&make&fun&of&what&people&say&or&allow&
others&to&do&so)&

5.& Try&to&make&the&process&fun&for&everyone&
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You%might%want%to%make%a%few%group%rules.&&

This&can&help&create&an&environment&where&people&feel&free&to&express&their&opinions&and&
share&their&ideas&and&experiences.&For&example:&

1.& People&do&not&laugh&at&each&other&
2.& People&do&not&interrupt&each&other&

a.& Give&respect&and&listen&to&other&people’s&views&

b.& One&person&talks&at&a&time&

c.& No&mobile&phones&

d.& Everyone&is&equal&

e.& Have&fun!&

&

Think%about%how%you%will%make%sure%your%consultation%stays%on%track.%%
&
For&example:&

1.& Work&out&a&timeline&for&the&activities/questions&and&try&to&stick&to&it&(we&have&

given&you&some&time&limits&for&each&part&of&our&consultation)&

2.& Prepare&the&layout&of&the&room&in&advance&and&how&people&will&sit&(e.g.&in&a&

circle,&on&the&floor,&at&tables&etc.)&

3.& Make&sure&everyone&gets&a&chance&to&speak.&If&someone&is&talking&too&much,&

make&a&point&of&asking&other&people&if&they&have&something&to&add.&

4.& Before&moving&on,&always&check&that&people&have&had&the&chance&to&say&what&

they&want.&

&

!& Finally,&try&to&have&a&practice&run&through&before&the&day&–&this&will&help&you&to&be&fully&

prepared&and&ask&us&or&your&educators&any&questions&if&you&are&not&sure&about&

something.&
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If%something%happens%during%your%consultation%that%you%feel%unable%to%deal%with%(e.g.%
if%someone%gets%upset%or%too%disruptive)%you%should%stop%the%consultation%for%a%
minute%and%get%an%adult%to%help%you.!
!

Thank%you%for%running%this%consultation%on%behalf%of%the%Advocate%for%Children%and%
Young%People!%
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